Occaſioned by the juſtly-lamented 


4 


* 


| Ant hony W. alburge, E ſl q 


* 


By Thomas NEWMAN. 


4 


K 


. 


A. cir: 26. 


— 


— 
= %S 4 » IS. 28 22 4 3, 3 — re moe 
22 w< » & —'% — 5 * 
1 ——ů — In; 3 4 832 —— — 


Te Darkneſs of Divine Providengel 
| conſidered and improved. 


_— * * * * 


A 


B ERM ON 


Occaſioned by the juſtly-lamented 


* 5 2. 25 bo 
nA 
» 4 N 


EW bs =—_ 


=y 


7 


** 


| j 


Em LE 


SY" 


2 7 


8 
# * 


SOIT Me of N 


e 


wins 7 {LL 


. 
N 
— 
DS 
S 
S 
= 
8 
8 
uy 
5 


** n 


22 
„ .3 
* 


TREASURER 
1 


St. Thomas s Hoſpital, 


WHO 


Died, June 235 1749. Xl 


r e ee 1p erage 


», * : 
© 1 


\ 
- 


By THOMAS Ns wma. 


LOND ON: 


Printed for Jan ts Waun, at the Turk's Head 
in Lombard-ftreet, M.DCC.xLIX, 


> 


EPE St ESR PIT 8” FAY rs, 


t, 
4 
f 
* 
£ 
: 
= p 3 
= 
1 
1 2 
? 5 
. ; 
. 7 
* 
14 3 
5 oo 3 
S 
Peg. 


Rona x. 33 . 
IS * 


0b the depth of the riches 16th of the' 
wiſdom and knowledge of God | how 
zenſearchable are his judgments, and 


his ways paſt finding out | 


7 IH ES E words are the emphatical 
cloſe of the Apoſtle's reaſonings with 

the Jews, in defence of the divine 
Providence reſpecting their rejection, who had 


been for ſo many ages God's favoured and 
. diſtinguiſhed people; and the calling, or ad- 


mitting, the Heathen World, who had ſo 


long ſeemed to be rejected, to a participation 


of the Jews privileges, which they could no 
more digeſt, or reconcile with the divine pro- 
ceedings in time paſt, than their own exclu- 
fion from the divine favour. As the text re- 


fers to the Apoftle's immediate ſubject, it is 
brought in to ſuppreſs the Jews cenſure of, 


and to conciliate their minds to the belicf of, 
that diſpenſation and method of the divine 
proceedings, which he had aſſured them was 
then to take place : by putting them in mind . 
of the reaches of the divine knowledge and 
wiſdom, from whence there reſulted ſuch a 
depth in the divine councils and determina- 
po tions, 


4 The darkneſs of Divine Providences 
tions, that they were not preſently to be cen. 
ſured, nor condemned meerly becauſe they 
were not to be accounted for by them ; fince 
the unſearchable extent of his perfections, who 
had the abſolute Government of all, who had 
the diverſifying of events, the diſpoſal of his 
own gifts, and who always acted under the 
influence of thoſe perfections, muſt render his 
diſpenſations dark and myſterious to his crea- 
tures; whilſt at the ſame time they yielded 
them the molt ſatisfying aſſurance, that they 
were perfectly wiſe, righteous, and good. 
But however ſaitable theſe words are to the 
Apoſtle's particular argument and ſubjeck, it's 
very plain from their form and import that 
they contam an eternal truth, and are an 
acknowledgment, both as to the ſentiment 
and affection therein expreſſed, which will 
rver be due to God, and readily ſubſcribed 
by all that know him and underſtand them- 
ſelves. For they are, an adoring cele- 
dration of the immenſity of thoſe perfections; 


| Exerciſed by the great Ruler in the govern- 


ment of the world; with an humble and duti- 
fol confeſſion of the unſearchableneſs of his 
ſchemes, and the inſcrutableneſs of his me- 
thods for the accompliſhing of them. 065 
the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God ! how far then muſt his judg- 
ments be beyond the ſearch or reach of the 
human nnderſtanding ! how 721þ9//7hle is it hrs 
wo ſhould be traced by any human ſagacity! 

| The 


al ed and 3 n 5 


The former contemplation muſt lead to this 
acknowledgement. Let it be here obſerved, 
that tho' the Apoſtle only mentions the wiſe 
dom and knowledge of God, yet his other rect- 
oral perſeltions” are implied therein : ſince 
where the wiſdom is perfect, the acts which 
reſult from thence muſt be conſiſtent, yea ac- 
companied with righteouſneſs and goodneſß. 

I bere is much in theſe words to promote the 
| higheſt veneration of God, much that is moni- 
tory, and inſtructive to us. In order to promote 
_ thoſe worthy ends, I wouldendeavour to ſhew*: 
I. How we are to underſtand thefe expreſſi- 
ons reſpecting the unſearchableneſs of Provi- 
dential events, or in what reſpects they may 
be ſo termed— 

II. Whence it proceeds, or upon what 
grounds this truth reſts, or for what reaſon it 
muſt be allowed. And then affiſt in the im- 
provement of what is ſuggeſted. 

I. Let us conſider how we are unde band 
theſe expreſfions, that the judgments of God are 
unſearchable, and bis ways paſt finding out. Here I 
would obſerve---That this is not affirmed of all, 
but only of ſome diſpenſations. Many of theſe 
works of the Lord may be ſought out, or found, 
by thoſe who ſtudy them, whilſt others have 
obſcurity upon them not to be penetrated, In 
ſome cafes what God is intending to do appears 
in the very face of events, but as to others we 
are left in the dark, and are unable to deſcry 
the divine ſcheme---I would obſerve further, 

that 
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that theſe aſſertions of the Apoſtle are far from 
intimating any confuſion or diſorder in the 
courſe of Providence ; as if things were not 
conducted by fixed rules, or as if the divine 
acts were at any time abjolutely, or in them- 
ſelves unaccountable, as meer arbitrary acts 
are, for which no reaſon can be given but 227 
and power. We generally term thoſe perſons 
and their acts too, unaccountable, who are 
governed in their conduct by no principles 
more ſtated than inclination and appetite, by 
no rules more rational than ability and op- 
pertunity. But far be ſuch inconſiſtency and 
rfection from the Governor of the world, 
as 18 betrayed hereby, and muſt follow from 
hence. Though ſome of his acts are inexpli- 
cable by us, yet hey are equally with others 
under the invariable influence of all his per- 
fections; from which he can no more depart, 
which he can no more diſregard, in any ſingle 
act, than he can ceaſe to be, If this was not 
the caſe, or if every diſpenſation of Providence 
was not under the united conduct of the di- 
vine perfections, what we now ſtile the judg- 
ments of God would indeed be paſt our finding 
out ; but not, in that honourable ſenſe, or from 
that adorable reaſon, tor which they now are 


. xealy fo, even from the depth of his knowledge 


and wiſdom ; but for a reaſon, reflecting the 
higheſt diſhonour upon him and moſt uncom- 


fortable to -ourſelves, even their having 10 


Wiſdom nor Goodneſs in them. That /me 
Providences 


confidered and improved. — 

Providences then are unſearchable, is not from 
any want of council or perfection i in the par- 
ticular acts, or from any confuſion in the di- 
vine proceedings ; ſince the very reaſon the 
Apoſtle here aſſigns for this their character, is 
the unfathomable extent of thoſe excellencies 
in the eternal Mind, from whence they flow, 
and by which they are conducted- I would 
obſerve once more: theſe aſſertions do not 
exclude all Beings, excepting the divine Being, 
from a capacity of tracing thoſe diſpenſations 
which are paſt our finding out. It is a ſux 
poſition that may be reaſonably made, that 
what is dark and inexplicable by us, may be 
clearly underſtood by Beings moving in an 
higher orb: that the Spirits above are fo far 
priviledged, and that a conſiderable part of 
their felicity flows from hence, even their 
baving a more perfect inſight into thoſe pro- 
vidential appearances in our world, wherein 
the divine wiſdom is moſt concerned and illu- 
ſtrious, than we can have where it is moſt 
conſpicuous to our ſhallow minds. There 
may be reſerves even from Angels, ſecrets 
confined to the divine breaſt : but doubtleſs 
we are led'to believe a diſtinguiſhed diſplay of 
the divine councils to thoſe wiſe and holy in- 
telligences, as they are repreſented ſtanding be- 
fore the throne of God ; employed in embaſſies 
from Heaven, both merciful and vindictive to 
our world; and expreſſing their concurrent ad- 
miration 00 applauſe of the divine proceed- 


ings 


3. The darkneſs of Divine Providences 
ings from the illuſtrious evidence of their ex- 
cellency, Great and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty, juſt and true are thy ways, 
thay king of Saints! The aſſertions in the 
text then reſpect us as in a fare of tryal, in 
which it ever will be true, and highly fit it 
ſhould, that many things in Providence are 
concealed from the moſt ſagacious humad eye, 
---This brings me to conſider the words more 
directly and poſitively ;- or in what reſpects 
Providence may. be termed unſearchable by 
us. Now the Apoſtle giving this deſcription 
of the divine diſpenſations, immediately upon 
his adoring reflection on the wiſdom and 
knowledge of God, I think this unſearch- 
ableneſs reſpects the perfections exerciſed in 
the divine acts: and is equivalent to this pro- 
poſition, That we are not in many caſes 
capable of perceiving or tracing the wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, which actualy 
do accompany ai providential events.” ----Let 
us then ſee what it is in Providence which is 
unſearchable by us, reſpectively to the per- 
fections therein excecifes. And for brevity 
fake I ſhall confine myſelf to the two heads 
the text ſpecifies : v/z,----The deſigns and 
councils of Providence,---And the means em- 
ployed for their accompliſhment. | 

I. The defigns and councils of evidence 
are in a great degree unſearchable by us. The 
word judgments in the text generally 18 


Rev. xv. 3. 


— 
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for adverſe or afflictive events: but ſometimes 


for divine diſpenſations in general: and fo I 
ſhall underſtand it here. Revelation leads us 


to conceive of the divine acts by the analogy 


they bear to the proceſs of our own. We firſt 
form deſigns and propoſe ends, and then direct 


our acts to the obtaining them. This may be a 
very im perfect repreſentation of the divine man- 
ner of proceeding; but it is kindly accommoda- 


ted, as many other repreſentations of him are, to 


our capacities, and by them muſt we judge. 


Upon Jobs uttering great complaints under his 
uncommon tryals, Zophar puts him in mind of 


his incapacity of ſounding the depths of Gods 


proceedings with him, or aſcertaining to him- 


ſelf the reaſons of them, which he terms the 


ſecrets of wiſdom: and appeals to his calm re- 


flections on what he muſt know both of God 


and himſelf, whether by the utmoſt range of 


his thoughts, and the ſcrutiny of his own un- 
derſtanding, he would ever be able to penetrate 
the divine deſigns *. Canſt thou by ſearching find 
out God, canſt thou find out the Almighty to per- 


feftion? It is as high as Heaven; what canſt thou 
do ? deeper than Hell; what canſt thou know? In 
like manner the Pſalmiſt repreſents the divine 


purpoſes and intentions: thy judgments are 4 
great deep. ** The ends of thy diſpenſations are 
vaſtly beyond the reach of our enquiries, they 
are 4 5 too low for us to fathom ”, Inſtru- 
ments may be viſible, facts ſenſible, the na- 


© B tuce 
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tare and kind: of the proceeding apparent ; 
but what Providence is mainly and ultimately 
intending to bring about by ſuch events, may 
be a great ſecret to us: the grounds and rea- 
ſons of the intermediate ſteps, from the ob- 
ſcurity of the end, muſt lye beyond the an 
of our apprehenſion. 

The aſpe# of things and the purpoſe of God 
are oftentimes very different: as in the known 
caſes of Joſeph, and the people of the Jews 
in the time of Ahaſuerus : and they who 
ſhould have judged of the divine councils 
from the external face of things, would have 
been greatly miſtaken. That is not a ſuffici- 
ent key to God's deſigns, . For we are aſſur- 
ed, his intentions may not be vindictive, 
when the appearances of things carry the 
mark of ſeverity * : his deſigns may not be 
favourable, when the immediate courſe of 
things may be encouraging and ſmiling . 
There are probably more immediate and more 
diſtant ends in the divine mind: if we diſ- 
cern the former, we may ſtill be in the dark 
as to the latter: nor can we many times judge 
of the thoughts of his heart by the ſteps that 
are taken, whoſe thoughts and purpoſes are a 
great deep #. To offer at the comprehend- 
ing his profound deſigns in many inſtances, 
only ſhews how little we underſtand our felves 
and him : how eaſily we may be miſtaken, 
and he be . for as the Apoſtle 

appeals 
* Gen, L. 20. Pf. xcii. 7. + Pf. xeii v. 
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appeals immediately after the text, Who hath 
known the mind of the Lord ? or, who is ac- 
quainted with the deſigns and views of the 
All-perfe& mind, ſo as to 3 the 
ſchemes that are there layed ? 

2. Providence is in many inſtances un- 
ſearchable by us, in reſpect of the means uſed 
for the accompliſhing ends. This, I think, 
is meant by the latter expreſſion, His ways 
are paſt finding out. Every one fees this is a 
neceſſary conſequence of the former. So far 
as the councils and defigns of Providence are 
concealed from us, we muſt be incapable of 
judging of the propriety and fitneſs of means 
for the effecting thoſe purpoſes. In all thoſe 
caſes where we know not what God is doing 
by what we ſee done, it is impoſſible we 
ſhould be qualified to pronounce upon the 
wiſdom of the methods which we fee are 
taken, If his defpgns are not to be fatbomed, 
his ways are not to be traced : for it is only 
according to the nature of the end, that the 
means for the accompliſhment of it can be 
deemed well or ill choſen. But ſoppoſing we 
were ever ſo ſure of the divine purpoſe,or that 
the council of heaven lay ever ſo plain before 
us, yet how incompetent judges are we of 
the fitneſs of thoſe intermediate events, of that 
chain and ſeries of means, that infinite wiſdom 
may chuſe for the bringing his purpoſes to 
paſs ? We can only conjecture by the ſimple 
apPeatane of ſingle events; we cannot diſ- 

B 2 cern 
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12 The darkneſs of Divine Providences 

cern their connection and dependancies; and 
therefore muſt be often at a ſtand, and con- 
ſtrained to acknowledge his ways are above 
our thoughts. Had God revealed his purpoſe 
of advancing Faceb's family, of preſerving 
them and many others from famine by 
Joſepb's means; yet who could have perceiv- 
ed any tendency or propriety in the ſucckſſive 


ſteps which Providence took for the effecting 
that deſign? This was indeed an extraordi- 


nary inſtance, but doubtleſs it was intended 
for our inſtruction : and what is more obvious 
at firſt ſight, what more applicable to our 
circumſtances in this world, than this leſſon ? 
viz. that the ways and methods that God 
takes for the ſubſerving his own ends are not 


to be gueſſed at by us ; nor are we oftentimes 


able to diſcern the traces and tendencies of the 
ſteps that we ſee are taken, however plain to 
our underſtandings his purpoſe might be, 


When the divine councils then are ſo myſteri- 


ous, and ſo far out of our fight, and we 


oftentimes know ſo little what God is bring- 


ing about, it neceſſarily follows, that we can 
no more underſtand the reaſon of particular 
events: nay, nor did we ever ſo clearly diſ- 
cern his ultimate view, could we perceive 


the fitneſs and propriety of the means he 


makes uſe of for the accompliſhment of it. 
For who of us can pretend to comprehend, or 
to have within our view, that boundleſs latitude 
and ſcope, wherein the divine wiſdom and 


+24 Eg Rs power 
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| power may be exerciſed for the effecting it's 
_ own deſigns ; or how that wiſdom and power 
can render means ſubſervient to what is in- 
tended to be brought about ?---Thus are the 
judgments, or diſpenſations, of Providence 
unſearchable : thus are its ways and proceed- 
ings beyond our tracing. I proceed. | 

II. To ſhew upon what reaſons and 
grounds theſe aſſertions of the Apoſtle are 
built: which, if conſidered, I think will 
amount to an evidence, that it 1s PIN 
it ſhould be otherwiſe. 

I. The neceſſary ſuperiority of the divine 
nature muſt in many caſes render providential 
events unſearchable by us. The Apoſtle is 
here celebrating the unfathomable depths of 
the knowledge and wiſdom of God: that is, 
the infiniteneſs of the divine underſtanding, 
implied in knowledge ; ; and the tranſcendent 
exerciſe of it in the adminiſtrations of provi- 
dential Government, ſtiled 207/dom. Now, 
the perfection of acts muſt anſwer to the na- 
ture of the Being whoſe acts they are. If 
therefore there is a Providence, a God prefid- 
ing over the world, who hath the manage- 
ment and diſpoſal of all cauſes and events, 
his adminiſtration muſt conſiſt in the exerciſe 
of his own perfections; which, as he poſſeſſes 
them in the higheſt poſſible degree, muſt 
often be exerciſed beyond our reach, If he 
act like bimſelf, his works muſt oftentimes be 

too wonderful for us. Belides, there is ſome- 
thing 
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ng peculiar in the very nature of #now/edge 
— J che which implies and admits a vaſt 
| variety and extent of acts; which excellencies, 
\ when they are in perfection as they muſt be 
in God, render us leſs able to pronounce 
what is within their compaſs, - or conſiſtent. | 
with them, than we are as to ſome other per- 
fections. To ſay then that Providence is 
the diſplay of infinite wiſdom, which is an eſ- 
| | ſential part of its very definition, is at the ſame 
| time and by the ſame words to acknowledge, 
that 77 doth great things paſt our finding out, 
and wonders without number * ; or that it muſt 
TH in the courſe of its exerciſe take meaſures, and 
employ means of which it muſt be beyond 
our capacity to diſcern the reaſon cas the 
tendency. The more perfect the principle is 
in God, the more dark, myſterious, and ſur- 
prizing muſt what we behold of it be: it is 
unreaſonable, and an evidence of great want 
| of reflection, to expect a thorough knowledge 
and diſcernment of all his proceedings. So 
that when the Apoſtle in the text expreſſes 
; his rapturous wonder, and aſcription of pro- 
| found depths and a vaſt extent to the know- 
| ledge and wiſdom of God, he afligns a ne- 
| ceflary and indiſputable reaſon of his judg- 
ments being unſearchable, and his ways paſt 
| | _—_— out. 
3 2. The divine government, exerciſed over 
fach a creature as man, e that many 
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cenſdered and improved. 1s 
things in providence ſhould be concealed from 
us. It is an acknowledged evidence of the 
wiſdom of human governments, and a liberty 
allowed to thoſe at the helm, to withold 
many of their deſigns from the publick : the 
nature of the thing beſpeaks the great pro- 
priety and fitneſs of their reſerving many 


things to themſelves for the very ends of go- 


vernment : and when we are ſatisfied from 
our own obſervation and. experience of the 


wiſdom and equity of the adminiſtration, we 


are contentedly ignorant of the motives and 
reaſons of their determinations, and all com- 
plaints or objections from their not being un- 
derſtood by the ſubject are deemed unreaſon- 
able. By a vaſt ſuperiority of reaſon muſt it 
be allowed agreeable to a divine government 
and Providence, exerciſed over ſuch creatures 
as we are, that it ſhould have its ſecrets and 
reſerves, though not for the ſame reaſons that 
human governments may require them. Our 
Lord ſeems ſtrongly to intimate this, and to 
lead his diſciples to a ſenſe and dutiful ac- 


knowledgement of the divine prerogative, 


when ſpeaking of the future deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, and alſo of the end of the world, 
he faith, but of that day and hour knoweth 
no man, no not the Angels in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father *. To the ſame 
purpoſe and with the ſame view-he ſpeaks in 
another place; upon the diſciples anxious 

9 enquiry, 
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16 The darkneſs of Divine Providences 


enquiry, whether that was not the time for 


the commencement of the kingdom, which 


they had flattered themſelves ſhould take 
place, he replies, If ig not for you to know the 
times or the ſeaſons, 'which the Father hath put 


in his power *. The expreſſion is remarkable: 


It is not becoming you to enquire, it is not 
fit you ſhould know : it is the prerogative of 
the Father to reſerve that to himſelf : times 
and ſeaſons are bis: they are matters belong- 


ing to his province, not to yours.” With ſuch 


an argument Elibu endeavours to filence Fob, 
complaining of Providence; and he ſeems to 


be more effectually ſilenced by it than by any 
other reaſonings : in this thy complaint, faith 


he, thou art not juſt, for God is greater than 
man, Why doft thou ſtrive, or diſpute, ' 1115 
bim, fince he giveth not account of any of bis 


matters+? It is a kind of appeal to his rea- 


fon, whether it was to be expected, that the 


Ruler of the world ſhould in no acts of his 


Providence ſurpaſs the reach of our under- 


ſtandings; or whether it could be thought 


that he was under any obligation to open the 
deſigns of all his proceedings to us, or com- 
municate the reaſons of all his diſpenſations. 
— And as it is thus moſt becoming the great 
Governor himſelf, to reſerve many of his 
own deſigns and councils to himſelf, ſo it is 


moſt congruous and fit it ſhould be ſo in re- 
(poli: of ſuch creatures as we are, who are the 
 FOverned, 


Ads i. 6, 7. + Job 33. 12, 13. 
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erned. We are in the infancy of our Being, 
and therefore in many reſpects are to be dealt 
with as children: amongſt other things, it is 
very ſuitable to that our circumſtance, that the 
meaſures which our heavenly Father intends to 
take with us, ſhould be concealed or kept a 


ſecret from us. He hath been pleaſed to give 
us all that aſſurance of his general concern for 


our welfare, and that inſtruction as to the ge- 
neral end of his diſpenſations, which our du- 
ty and comfort required: but were he to re- 
veal his ſecret purpoſes and views, it would 
but bewilder and embarraſs our minds: and 
disfit us for our duty and enjoyment; Were 
all the divine councils to lie open to common 
inſpection, ſo that from preſent appearances we 
ſhould be able to collect the future intentions 
of Providence, it would probably be abuſed 
to the eſtabliſhing that moſt wild notion of 


fate and neceſſity; againſt which, amongſt 


other things, the ſecrets in Providence and 
the unſearchableneſs of the divine diſpenſati- 


ons, area ſtanding argument, Nay further; 


were all the councils of heaven to be commu- 
nicated to us, it would greatly, if not abſo- 
lutely, - ſet aſide that truſt, that hope, that de- 
pendance on God, which derive their value, 


as well as their eſſence, next to their being en- 
joyned, from their being exerciſed under the 
great uncertainty of events. Had it been re- 


vealed to Abrabam, along with the command 
to ſacrifice his ſon, that it was the divine 22 | 
C poſe 
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18 The aarkneſs if Divine Providences 


boſe t to prevent the execution, what tryal of his 
faith, or evidence of his obedience had there 
been, in proceeding fo far as he did towards 
it? Every one muſt ſee upon the ſlendereſt 
reflection, that it could in no ſenſe have been 
the one or the other, but as the reaſon of the 
order, and the actual event was concealed from 
him, waa paſt bis finding out. It is the vail 
that is upon future events, and our inability 
of penetrating the future defigns of Providence 
from preſent appearances, that leaves room for, 
and inſpires a due thoughtfulneſs, dutiful reſig- 
nation, and a becoming reference of affairs to 
God; for which otherwiſe there would be lit- 
tle or no exerciſe. 

3. Many Providences muſt be beyond our 
comprehenſion in their deſigns and reaſons, 
or we muſt be very incompetent judges of the 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and goodneſs of them, 


from the ſhallowneſs of our underſtandings. 2 


Our apprehenſions and judgments of things 
muſt be meaſured by our capacities; and they 
are very ſcanty, The higheſt improvement 
of our underſtandings ſerves, may I not ſay 
chiefly, to convince us, that here are a multi- 


tude of things we cannot account for, which 


yet we are conſtrained to admit as truths; and 
that our minds are greatly diſproportionate to 
the ſubjects of knowledge? What wonder 
then that the divine wiſdom ſhould be too 
wonderful for us to trace, or that its exer- 


eiſes ſhould be beyond our reach Would it 
not 
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not argue moſt reproachful ignorance of our- 


ſelves and of God too, a moſt uncreaturely 
arrogance and preſumption, to pretend to 


match mind with mind, or knowledge with 


knowledge? Alas! we can ſee but a very 


little way before us, and in a multitude of in- 


ſtances can judge of events only from the ap- 


pearances of ſingle facts: but what judgment 


are we likely to form of many divine diſpen- 
ſations by this means; when the plan of Pro- 
vidence is often times of a great extent, and 
all intermediate events have a reference to an 


ultimate one at a diſtance ? It is probably but 


a very ſmall part of an whole that falls under 
our obſervation, or that we can take in. 
How then can we have any juſt eſtimate or 


underſtanding of that part, the beauty and in- 
tention of which depends upon its relation to 


other parts? Or how can we comprehend a 
icheme who are incapable of having an entire 


view thereof ? However wiſe vain man would 


be, he is confined to the ſcanty limits of his 


own capacity ; inſomuch that things are ſoon 


too deep for his penetration, too complicated 


and myſterious for his comprehenſion. Here- 
upon God's judgments muſt be unſearchable 


by us, till wecan find out the work that hedoth 


from the beginning to the end, which is impoſ- 


fible*; ſince in his proceedings he bath the end 
before his own view from the beginning . 
Upon theſe grounds and for theſe reaſons, with 


C2 _ others, 
Eccleſ. iii. 11, + Iſaiah lxvi. 10. 
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zo The darkneſs of Divine Providences 
others, is the Apoſtle's, aſſertion moſt true, and 
what both reaſon and revelation atteſt, 
Amongſt other diſpenſations upon which 
there is a great obſcurity and Yloud, and un- 
der which we are very much in the dark as to 
the exerciſe of the divine wiſdom, with the 
other governing perfections of the great Ruler 
—amonglt others of this kind, I fay, this is 
one, © The calling away perſons by death 
out of this world, no more to be beheld and 
enjoyed; in the ripeneſs of age; in the per- 
fection of their faculties; at a time when the 


world ſtood in the greateſt need of them: 


uncommonly furniſhed both from capacity 


and diſpoſition for the ſervice of God, of the 
Redeemer, and their generation, and were 


actually and eminently uſeful in theſe reſpects: 
But---They are removed, whilſt a multitude 
are ſpared, under whom the earth, in a man- 
ner, groans, as the very peſts of ſociety.” —— 
Such a diſpenſation of Providence we are at 
this time reflecting upon, and moſt juſtly la- 
ment, in the loſs of Mr. Anthony Wallurge; 
from whoſe diſtinguiſhed virtues the cauſe of 


God and religion, the moſt beneficial of all 


others to the world, received ſuch advantages, 
as greatly to heighten the painful ſenſation of 
his being removed from our fight, and the 
burial of his very uſeful talents with himſelf. 
He ſeemed ſingled out by Providence for 
ſome great and ufeful work, and eminent ſer- 
vice to mankind, by the uncommon furniture 


of 


rt 
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of his mind, his happy and generous diſpoſi- 


tion, and the perfect eaſineſs of his circum- 


ſtances: what his eſtimate of thoſe diſtinctions 
of Providence was, and in what light he 
looked upon himſelf as veſted with them, was 
abundantly evidenced by the application of his 


talents. His natural temper led him to ſoli- 


tude and retirement; but as he was ſo emi- 
nently qualified for, ſo, happily for others, 
did principle prevail with him to engage in, 
publick life, for the ſake of publick uſefulneſs. 
His independency on the world, was not, as 
is too commonly the caſe, proſtituted to ſen- 
ſuality or ſelf-indulgencies ; but was generouf- 
ly improved as a call to, and priviledge for, the 


gladening the hearts of his fellow creatures : 
the opportunities for which he embraced as 


they came before him, ſeeking nothing be- 
yond the honour and pleaſure of doing good. 

Upon the reſignation of a confider- 
able poſt and truſt by a worthy Gentle- 
man * through want of health, the eyes 
of a great number of the moſt conſide- 
rable perſons in the city were turned at 
once upon him for a ſucceſſor, This, un- 
ſought by him, and unanimouſly tendred, he, 
after his uſual calm and deliberate weighing 
the affair, accepted; I am perſwaded I might 
add, 70 the joy of thoſe who conferred the ho- 
nour, and committed the'truſt, from his tried 


ability, his unſpotted mn his inflexible 


juſtice 
* * Same Leſlingham, Eſq;. 
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22 The darkneſs of Divine Providences 
juſtice and great humanity, Theſe were ſo 


conſpicuous in him, as to be ſufficient vouch- 


ers for the moſt faithful and chriſtian uſe of 


the power and influence thereby conferred, 
May I not appeal to all thoſe Gentlemen, 
whether their ſatisfaction in their choice, 
though, las! but of a ſhort continuance, was 
not renewed every time they met, from the 
elearneſs of his head, the calmneſs of his 
temper, the ſtrength of his judgment, and 
his conſcientious application to the ſubſerving 
the deſign of that charity, by the moſt pru- 
dent meaſures, and to the greateſt extent. 


The uncommon degree of eſteem and re- 


putation which he enjoyed, he merited : And 


fo uncommon it was, as to require a ſingular 


ſtrength and greatneſs of mind to ſuſtain it. 
But he knew how to wear, as well as to de- 
ſerve, the juſt tribute the world was agreed to 
give him. His modeſty and humility under 
all, was an indiſputable evidence that he was 
influenced by a nobler principle, and animated 
to his unwearied application for a publick 
good by a nobler motive, than human ap- 
plauſe. | 

From his own felicity of temper and the 
calmneſs of his own paſſions, which nature 


greatly befriended and religion improved, he 
was both authorized and qualified to be a 


eace- maker: a character not leſs amiable in 
itſelf, than beneficial in its influences. He 
had a particular dread of diviſions as a grand 
5 | ob- 
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obſtruction to, and bane of every great and 


good deſign, and from thence was very jea» 
Jous of every ſeed and principle of it: it was 
his ſolicitude to ſurpreſs and check every ſally 
of paſſion in others, to ſoften what appeared 
harſh, and to conciliate minds one towards 
another, by promoting the kindeſt ſentiments 
of each other. But notwithſtanding this his 
love of peace, in all matters of moment he ad- 
hered ſteadily to the dictates of conſcience, 
equity, and honour : nor could fear or friend- 
ſhip prevent a calm oppoſition to others. In 
fhort, it was eminently ſeen in him, to what 
perfection Chriſtianity, where it had a due in- 
fluence, would raiſe the natural accompliſh- 
ments of the mind, and what an amiable di- 
rection it would give them. _ ji te 

He well underſtood chriſtian duty, and 
chriſtian liberty; or where he was bound, and 
where he was free, as a diſciple of Chriſt, By 
thoſe his ſentiments he governed himſelf, and 


what he claimed in right of a chriſtian, he | 


allowed to all others, in virtue of the fame 
right, What his judgment of. preference was, 
with reſpect to the particular modes of wor- 
ſhip amongſt chriſtians, was well known: 
as well known was his judgment of charity, 
or chriſtian catholiciſm. What was eſſential 
to chriſtianity, what only is in eſteem with 
God in all parties, and for that reaſon is in 
higheſt eſteem with thoſe who have moiſt of 


God, and beſt underſtand their religion, was 


ever 
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24 We darhneſs of Divine Providences 
ever by him admired and beloved where- 
ever he beheld it. 

By his exemplary attendance on chriſtian 
inſtitutions, and a walk becoming the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, he publickly avowed his faith in 
him; and in that way as well as others endea- 

voured to ſupport his honour and religion, and 


to tranſmit it to ſucceding generations. The 


writings that breathed the moſt divine and 


| heavenly ſpirit he frequently mentioned with 


the ſtrongeſt reliſh, and often expreſſed his 


wiſhes for the prevalency of that ſpirit in the 


world. Sure indication of the power of reli- 
gion upon his own heart, and that he knew 
wherein it lay 

From all this, and much more that might 


be added, which many can vindicate as ſtrictly 
true, he enjoyed the moſt friendly affection and 


warmeſt wiſhes of thoſe who knew him, 
that could attend the living ; and now, — he 


hath all the reſpect and tender ſenſe of loſs 


that true worth can inſpire for the dead, For 


by his removal, religion hath loſt a faithful 


. liberty, benevolence, righteouſneſs 
and charity an exemplary advocate; this ſoci- 
ety an ornament ; and the world a bleſſing. 
From hence, had we had the command of 
that life, we ſhould have protracted its peri- 


od : had we had power over that ſpirit, we 
ſhould have retained it; ſince for the nobleſt 


reaſons our hopes and wiſhes united in implo- 


me his ſtay among us. But fince he in 
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whoſe hand the power of life is hath ſeen fit to 
contract it, ſure we are, it was moſt wiſely 


meaſured. Let us therefore join with the 
Apoſtle in his adoring acknowledgement, and 
thereby expreſs our ſubmiſſion and ſatisfaction 
in this act of Providence; Oh the depth of the 
riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God! 
But, becauſe there is a cloud upon this event, 
becauſe it is one of thoſe diſpenſations that are 
unſearchable by us, one of thoſe ſteps which 


are paſt our tracing, it is neceſſary that we 


betake our ſelves to our profeſſed principles; 


which we ſhall do by attending to the reffecti- 
ons and concluſions to which the ſubject na- 


turaly leads us. 

1. Reflection. How unreaſonable is it 6 
deny a Providence, or even to cenſure it, upon 
the account of thoſe events that are dark, of 
unſearchable by us! Suppoſe only at preſent, 
that infinite wiſdom doth govern the world : 
upon this bare ſuppoſition I would aſk, whe- 
ther ſuch minds and underſtandings as ours 
muſt not be often in the dark as to the coun- 
cilsand purpoſes of the infinite, the all- com- 
prehending mind? Muſt there not, unavoid- 
ably, be ends propoſed, and from thence, 
methods taken, that are beyond our reach ? 
How then can that be an argument againſt 
the reality of a Providence which is a certain 
and natural conſequence if there is an All-wiſe 
director and diſpoſer at the head of all? 
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26 The lng of Divine Providences 


Further, the cenſuring of Providence from 
an obſcurity upon its diſpenſations, is as unjuſt- 
ifiable and unreaſonable as the denying it for 


that reaſon, If we allow the truth in gene- 
ral, we muſt acknowledge that thoſe events 


which are moſt impenetrable by us, or where 
we can leaſt diſcern the perfections of the great 
Ruler, are equally his acts with others that are 
more upon a level with our underſtandings: 
if they then are the acts of Providence, we 
are aſſured by the ſame evidence, that they 
muſt be in perfect agreement wich, as they 
are in fact the exerciſes of, thoſe perfections 
which unitedly accompany all the divine acts. 
If they are the works and ways of an holy, 
wiſe, and righteous God, they muſt be as per- 


fect in all thoſe characters as they can be, 


though we perceive it not. His being God is 
a ſufficient ground not only for the calm, but 
the /ubſcription, of our minds, to every diſ- 
penſation; and for the ſuppreſling every jea- 
Jouſy or ſuſpicion, even when he ſurpaſſes our 
underſtandings. Indeed, the darkneſs or un- 
ſearchableneſs of the divine judgments is ſo 
far from juſtifying our cenſures, that it aggra- 


vates the unreaſonableneſs of them. F or, 
how prepoſterous and reproachful is it to cen- 


ſure what we do not underſtand! to paſs a 

ſentence upon what is out of our reach Our 
ignorance of the works and ways of God can- 
not poſſibly be any thing of an evidence againſt 
them. If we do not ſee the wiſdom and beau- 
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confdered and improved, 27 
of the divine proceedings, it is monſtrous 
to infer from thence that they are unwiſe, or 


ſhades in the divine adminiſtration, whilſt we 


allow them to be his diſpenſations, whom we 
acknowledge to be holy in al his ways, and 
righteous in all his. works*, In ſhort, it is 
from the infinity of God's perfections, and 
the ſcantineſs of our faculties; it is from the 
depth of his wiſdom, and the ſhallowneſs of 
our underſtandings, that there is a cloud and 
darkneſs upon his proceedings. How unrea- 
ſonable then to arraign the conduct of the All- 
wiſe God! when for ought we know, what 
wears the face of loſs and calamity, may flow 
from love, and terminate in good. 

2. How happy are we, and how eaſy ought 
we to be, under the divine adminiſtration, 
amidſt all the unſearchableneſs of God's. ways 
and works! If clouds and darkneſs are ſome- 
times round about him, we are ſure that righ- 
teouſneſs and judgment are ever the baſe on 
which his throne reſts +. However impene- 
trable by us, ſome of his proceedings may be; 
even they are founded on, and regulated by, 
the moſt inviolable juſtice and equity. Though 
his judgments are a great deep, yet his righte- 
ouſneſs is firm and unmoveable as the great 
mountains. God doth not require that we 
ſhould diſcern his perfections in thoſe events 
wherein they are not diſcernable by us: but 

„„ . only 


1 Prat, exlv. 17. 4 Pſal. xcvii. 2. 1 Pal. xxxvi. 6. 
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28 The darkneſs of Divine Providences 
only, that from the abundant evidences of his 


perfect adminiſtration in general, we ſhould 
implicitly believe, and practically acknowledge, 


that the ſame wiſdom and juſtice are ex- 
erciſed in the darker operations of his hands, 
as in thoſe that carry the marks of his Pro- 
vidence and perfections in their very face. And 
how reaſonable is this! Whatever difficulties 
attend particular diſpenſations, the general 


principles are ſo fully and firmly eſtabliſhed, 


as to ſtrike a light under any cloud, ſufficient 
to calm our minds, and to guide our practice. 


God hath given us thoſe notices of things, as 
are moſt ſuited to our circumſtances of ex- 
iſtence, and to anſwer his purpoſes therein. 
He bath ſhewed us ſo much of himſelf, and 
and hath given us ſuch indiſputable evidence, 
that his unerring underſtanding directs 0 
event, as to render the part we are to act ve 


Plain, and to produce a prevailing tranquility 


in our own breaſts under the darkeſt appear- 


ances. We have the higheſt reaſon to acquieſce 
in his government of his own world, and in 


the diſpoſal of his own creature, What if he 
hath not ſhewn us the grounds and ends of 
ſome acts of his Providence, nor opened to us 
the ſecrets of his own deſigns ; yet we have 
ſufficient ground to be eaſy and ſatisfied, ſince, 
from the depth of his knowledge and wiſdom, 

the higheſt reaſon muſt attend every part of 
his adminiſtration. Though we are in the 


dark, we know we are late; the divine wiſ- 
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dom will anſwer every difficulty. How hap- 
y then is that ſoul, who, under the evidences 
of this great truth, bath ſettled this with itſelf 
as its governing principle, God doth all 
things wiſely and well”, What a peace and 
ſerenity doth this diffuſe through the mind! 
what a preparation of it, is it to receive any 
events; and for adoration and praiſe, an af- 


fectionate confidence and, rational gas: 


ment, under all ! 

How great is the felicity of the hea- 
venly ſtate ! how grateful is the hope and 
proſpect of it! As the preſent method of 
the divine government is a ſtanding argument 
that there is a future time and ſtate, where 
preſent inequalities ſhall be ſet trait ; ſo it 
ſeems to me to be a very conſiderable article 
in the happineſs of it, that the myſteries. in 


Providence ſhall then and there be revealed, 


and we ſhall have an enlarged view of the di- 
vine perfections in the government of the 
world, to the compleat ſatisfaction of the en- 
larged mind. Nothing ſeems more adapted 
to the entertainment of a reaſonable ſoul; 

ſince curioſity is one of its ſtrongeſt appetites, 
and admiration one of its moſt pleaſing paſſi- 
ons, than the opening and unfolding of vari- 


ous dark Providences, that we- have been 


witneſſes of in our paſſage ; as they were rea 
ordained by the deepeſt wiſdom, to bring 
about the purpoſes of grace and goodneſs. 


Since the Goſpel hath illuſtrated the future 
degree 
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30 The darkneſs of Divine Providences 
degree and manner of our conceptions of ſub- 
jets the moſt ſublime, by the differences in 


| knowledge between children and perfect men, 


why may we not ſuppoſe Providence to be 
one of - thoſe ſubjects, ſince his glorious at- 
tributes, who we are aſſured we ſhall ſee face 
to face, are exerciſed and diſplayed therein ? 


and from thence why may we not conclude, 


that what is now concealed from us therein, 


' ſhall be the object of our intuition, and what we 


know not now we ſhall know hereafter ? This 
ſtate is to us in many reſpects a ſtate of dark- 
neſs, that in every reſpect is a ſtate of light: 
here we fit down i in wonder under many my- 
ſteries in Providence becauſe we cannot un- 
fold them; there our wonder will be raiſed 


to a greater heigth by the diſcloſure and reve- 


lation of them: at preſent we can at beſt diſ- 


cern but a ſmall part of wiſdom's plan and de- 
ſign; hereafter it will appear, if not abſolute- 


ly, yet comparatively, entire in its parts, and 
proportions : for in God's light ſhall we ſee 
light. Many things are now painful through 
our ignorance of the reaſons and ends of 
them: but oh ! how will our uneaſineſs be 
changed for fatisfaction, when our own minds 
ſhall be able to ſee through the labyrinths of 
Providence, and our lamentations be. con- 
verted into the applauſes of wiſdom and good- 
neſs! Muſt not this be felt by thoſe of us 
who are thirſting after knowledge ? who can 
be in raptures with the ſpeculation, and think 

ourſelves 
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conſidered and improved. 31 
ourſelves rewarded for days of labour, if we 
can but maſter a conſiderable difficulty, clear 

up a doubt in the way of truth, or but add 
a few mites to our ſtock of knowledge ? ? Will 
it not be a ſublime pleaſure to the enlarged and 
devout mind, to have the ſecrets of God's 
government” layed open ; to ſee how defigns 
were layed ; the admirable conjunctions and 
dependencies of things; the wiſe and gracious 
ends propoſed with the direct and beautiful 
aptitude of the means to ſubſerve them? To 
be let into the hidden ſprings and views of 
many intricate proceedings with our ſelves and 
others; and conſequently to deſcry the per- 
fection of that wiſdom that ordained thoſe 
diſpenſations, which the infidel herd aſcribed 
to a fate and turned againſt Providence; which 
the, raſh and paſſionate miſcepreſented and 
blemiſhed; and the very beſt were forced to 
own were beyond their reach and view. 
Nothing 'but heaven itſelf which gives the 
ſenſation, can give the apprehenfion of this 
pleaſure. But bleſſed be God ! that the Goſ- 
pe! revelation encourages ſuch an hope, and 
will ſupport it. I will then indulge my ſoul 
in the confidence of thoſe diſcoveries hereafter 
wherein it will peculiarly exult, and in its 
own enlarged capacitics for contemplation, In 
how different a manner ſhall. we then .ſin 
oh the' depths of the riches both of the know- 
ledge —_ wiſdom of God ! probably it will 
not a little enhance our future pleaſure there- 
3 in, 
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32 The darkneſs of Divine Providences 

in, that we are ſeldom able to riſe to an 
Higher note now, than in the following words, 

How unſearchable are thy judgments, how far 
are thy ways paſt finding out! Methinks 
this if attended to would conſiderably pro- 
mote our reconciliation to our own exchange 
of worlds, How pleaſurable is the expecta- 
tion of that hour, when we ſhall quit this 
dark and cloudy ſtate, this ſcanty horizon, 
for that of light and full revelation! How 
ſhould our refignation accompany our regret 
at the loſs of our beſt and moſt uſeful friends ! 
when we have ſuch reaſon to believe, that 
upon the true Chriſtian's enlargement from the 
cell of the body, the ſoul will have that ex- 
tended view of things, as will not only enable 
it to vindicate, but to adore and applaud 
the divine adminiſtration in every part, as 
death will bring him near the objects of his 
devout curioſity, and be the elevation of the 
faculties to apprehend them. Though ſo 
much hath been ſaid, ſuffer this word of en- 
hortation. 

Since there is one called out of the world, 

from the ſervice in which we as Chriſtians 
are profeſſedly engaged, who was ſo eminent 
in furniture, faithfulneſs, and diligence, in 
the purſuit of thoſe ends that are moſt worthy 
of a man and a chriſtian, let our loſs in him 


inſpire an emulation in us who are left, of 


acquitting ourſelves as he did, in the expreſ- 
ſions of our hearty concern for the intereſt of 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt in the world, and in our uſefulneſs to 
mankind, according as God hath dealt or ſhall 


deal, ſeverally to us ability and opportunity. 


He was a diſtinguiſhed man: but by what 
diſtinguiſhed ? but by the virtues ' of the 
Chriſtian, - which way then can we fo truly 
and fully evidence the ſincerity of our eſteem 
for him, and our concern for the loſs that the 
world and the church of Chriſt hath ſuſtain- 
ed by his removal, as by cheriſhing and ex- 
erciſing the ſame ſublime excellencies, which: 
are at once, and in the higheſt ſenſe too, 

both ornamental and uſeful, As dark as this 
Providence may be in ſome reſpects, this its 
voice is very manifeſt, *©* He is diſmiſſed, but 
we are ſtill upon duty. Though our hands 
then are weakened by his removal, yet let not 
our hearts be diſmayed : but on the contrary, 


let it promote a ſtricter and- more unanimous 


agreement amongſt ourſelves, for the diſ- 
charging the duties of the chriſtian life, the 
working the works of him that bath*&nt us 
into the world, and the diſplaying the bene- 


volence of besen upon earth”, This will not 


only have praiſe with men, but what is infi- 
nitely more ſure as well as more deſirable, it 


ſhall have praiſe from God. To =Y . 
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